MoJuwninadan Marriages and Divorces.             Hi

governed by the general law of contracts ; if it is a
religious union, it must not be determined except upon
moral and social grounds. No amount of religious
bigotry should permit one party to terminate a con-
tract without either the fault or the consent of the
other. The question concerns the general principles
of administration, and no divorce should, therefore, be
allowed except upon adjudication by a Court of
Justice, and except upon, the grounds of unchastity
and of continued refusal to cohabit. To make the
principle of divorce fairer and less unequal, we must
permit the wife to obtain judicial separation on the
grounds of constant cruelty and of refusal to maintain.
If the state of Mohammadan public opinion does
not warrant the adoption of these measures, the regis-
tration of divorces should be made compulsory. The
objections to the compulsory registration of marriage
do not apply to the compulsory registration of divorce ;
but to make the marriage tic more durable among the
low Mohammadans of Eastern Bengal', it is necessary
to provide for the compulsory registration of marriages.
The evidence of a marriage ceremony amongst them
is merely oral, and the witnesses arc men whom it is
generally easy to buy over. The evidence to substan-
tiate a plea of divorce is also procurable without much
difficxilty. The feeling, that the fact of marriage may
be rebutted with, so much ease and the plea of divorce
established with so little trouble, makes seduction BO
painfully general in Eastern Bengal'.